
 
 

Scripture Readings 
“The World: Christians Are in Society to Serve and Transform It”  

(pg. 234-236) 
 
John 17:18 
As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
 
Matthew 24:14 
And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
 
Romans 10:18 
But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for 

“Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 
    and their words to the ends of the world.” 

 
Colossians 1:6 
which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it 
also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 
 
Colossians 1:23 
if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the 
gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, 
Paul, became a minister. 
 
Matthew 6:19-24 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of 
light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness! 
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
 



 
Matthew 6:32 
For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them all. 
 
 
 
 
Luke 12:13-21 
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 
me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said 
to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land 
of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, 
you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to 
him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
 
1 John 2:15-17 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing 
away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 
 
John 14:30 
I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 
 
2 Corinthians 4:4 
In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
 
1 John 5:19 
We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
 
Luke 4:5-7 
And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 
time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been 
delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 
 
Colossians 1:9-12 



And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in 
a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened with all power, according to his 
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 
 
1 Peter 2:11 
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 
wage war against your soul. 
 
John 17:15 
I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 
 
 
 
Titus 2:12 
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, 
and godly lives in the present age, 
 
Luke 16:9 
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails 
they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 
 
Romans 12:2 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  
 
Ephesians 4:17-24 
Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the 
futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have 
become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of 
impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about 
him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to 
your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the 
spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness. 
 
Colossians 3:5-11 
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In 
these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all 



away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not 
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ 
is all, and in all. 
 
Ephesians 4:25-5:17 
Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, 
for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on 
your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let 
him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with 
anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness 
and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be 
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
5 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, 
as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which 
are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, 
that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has 
no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, 
for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 for at one time you 
were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light 
is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the 
Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is 
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by 
the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 
    and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is. 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Luke 24:46-48 



and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 
the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 
 
1 Peter 2:12 
Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
 
Genesis 1:28-30 
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the 
heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
 
Psalm 8:6-8 

You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under his feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

 
Acts 14:16-17 
In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he did not leave 
himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 
satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 
 
Matthew 5:13-16 
“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It 
is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a 
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
  



 

 
 

Scripture Readings 
“The State: Christians Must Respect Civil Government”  

(pg. 237-238) 
 
Romans 13:1-7 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For 
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is 
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God's servant 
for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is 
the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one 
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this 
very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 
 
1 Peter 2:13-17 
Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as 
supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who 
do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-
up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 
 
Matthew 22:15-21 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 16 And they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and 
teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not 
swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show 
me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore 
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 
 



Acts 4:18-31 
So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But 
Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather 
than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and 
heard.” 21 And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to 
punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22 For 
the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old. 
 
23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and 
the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God 
and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in 
them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers were gathered together, 
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to 
do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look 
upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with 
all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are 
performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the 
place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 
 
Acts 5:17-29 
But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and 
filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during 
the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go 
and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they 
heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. 
Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the 
council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned 
and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, 
but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple 
and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering 
what this would come to. 25 And someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put 
in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain with the 
officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the 
people. 



27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest 
questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon 
us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-4 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 
for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and 
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God 
our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
 


