
 
 

Scripture Readings 
“Marriage: Marriage is Meant to be a Permanent Covenant 

Relationship”  
(pg. 229-231) 

 
Genesis 2:24 
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh. 
 
Malachi 2:14 
But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord was witness between you and the wife of 
your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by 
covenant. 
 
Matthew 19:3-6 
And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for 
any cause?” 4 He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning 
made them male and female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but 
one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 
 
Genesis 2:18 
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper 
fit for him.” 
 
Genesis 1:28 
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
 
1 Corinthians 7:2-9 
But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and 
each woman her own husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and 
likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but 
the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the 
wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that 



you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not 
tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 
6 Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. 7 I wish that all were as I myself am. But each 
has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. 
8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single, as I am. 9 But 
if they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with 
passion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 2:23 
Then the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, 
    because she was taken out of Man.” 
 

1 Corinthians 7:39 
A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be 
married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:14 
Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with 
lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 
 
Nehemiah 13:23-27 
In those days also I saw the Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, 
and Moab. 24 And half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and they could not 
speak the language of Judah, but only the language of each people. 25 And I confronted them 
and cursed them and beat some of them and pulled out their hair. And I made them take an 
oath in the name of God, saying, “You shall not give your daughters to their sons, or take their 
daughters for your sons or for yourselves. 26 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin on account of 
such women? Among the many nations there was no king like him, and he was beloved by his 
God, and God made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless, foreign women made even him to 
sin. 27 Shall we then listen to you and do all this great evil and act treacherously against our 
God by marrying foreign women?” 
 
Ephesians 5:21-33 
submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
Wives and Husbands 



22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the 
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he 
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he 
might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his 
body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ 
and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband. 
 
Malachi 2:16 
“For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
covers his garment with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, 
and do not be faithless.” 
 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
“When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes because he has 
found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand 
and sends her out of his house, and she departs out of his house, 2 and if she goes and 
becomes another man's wife, 3 and the latter man hates her and writes her a certificate of 
divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter man dies, who 
took her to be his wife, 4 then her former husband, who sent her away, may not take her again 
to be his wife, after she has been defiled, for that is an abomination before the Lord. And you 
shall not bring sin upon the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance. 
Matthew 19:8-9 
He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, 
but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for 
sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” 
 
 
Matthew 5:31-32 
“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I 
say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 
makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:15 
But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not 
enslaved. God has called you to peace. 
 
 



  
 

Scripture Readings 
“The Family: The Christian Household is a Spiritual Unit”  

(pg. 232-233) 
 
Ephesians 5:22-6:4 
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife 
even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church 
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he 
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he 
might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his 
body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ 
and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband. 
Children and Parents 
6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” 
(this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may 
live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in 
the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 
 
Colossians 3:18-21 
Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do 
not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the 
Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 
 
1 Peter 3:1-7 
Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the 
word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see 
your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair 
and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the 
hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in 
God's sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn 



themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. 
And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 
7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the 
woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your 
prayers may not be hindered. 
 
 
 
 
 
Exodus 20:8-12 
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your 
work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any 
work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your 
livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore 
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. 
 
Luke 2:51 
And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his 
mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 
 
Mark 7:6-13 
And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, 

“‘This people honors me with their lips, 
    but their heart is far from me; 
7 in vain do they worship me, 
    teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 

8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” 
9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to 
establish your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever 
reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, 
“Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban”’ (that is, given to God)— 12 then you no 
longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 13 thus making void the word of God 
by your tradition that you have handed down. And many such things you do.” 
 
John 19:25-27 
but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
 



Genesis 18:18-19 
seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and 
his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that 
the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” 
 
Deuteronomy 4:9 
 “Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have 
seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your 
children and your children's children— 
 
Deuteronomy 6:6-8 
And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
 
 
 
 
Deuteronomy 11:18-21 
“You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and you shall 
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 19 You shall 
teach them to your children, talking of them when you are sitting in your house, and when you 
are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 20 You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 that your days and the days of your children 
may be multiplied in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the 
heavens are above the earth. 
 
Proverbs 22:6 

Train up a child in the way he should go; 
    even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

 
Proverbs 1:8 

Hear, my son, your father's instruction, 
    and forsake not your mother's teaching, 

 
Proverbs 6:20 

My son, keep your father's commandment, 
    and forsake not your mother's teaching. 

 
Proverbs 13:24 

Whoever spares the rod hates his son, 
    but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him. 



 
Proverbs 19:18 

Discipline your son, for there is hope; 
    do not set your heart on putting him to death. 

 
Proverbs 22:15 

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, 
    but the rod of discipline drives it far from him. 

 
Proverbs 23:13-14 

Do not withhold discipline from a child; 
    if you strike him with a rod, he will not die. 
14 If you strike him with the rod, 
    you will save his soul from Sheol. 

 
Proverbs 29:15 

The rod and reproof give wisdom, 
    but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother. 

 
Proverbs 29:17 

Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; 
    he will give delight to your heart. 

 
Proverbs 3:11-12 

My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline 
    or be weary of his reproof, 
12 for the Lord reproves him whom he loves, 
    as a father the son in whom he delights. 

 
Hebrews 12:5-11 
And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
    nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 
    and chastises every son whom he receives.” 

7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have 
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly 
fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the 
Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, 
but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all 
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 
 



Exodus 12:3 
Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a 
lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 
 
Joshua 24:15 
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose 
land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
 
Acts 11:14 
he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household. 
 
Acts 16:15 
And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 
 
Acts 16:31-33 
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was 
baptized at once, he and all his family. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:16 
(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized 
anyone else.) 
 
1 Timothy 3:4-5 
He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for 
if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's 
church? 
 
1 Timothy 3:12 
Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own 
households well. 
 
Titus 1:6 
if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not 
open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 
 
 


