
 

Scripture Readings 
“Love: Loving is Basic to Christian Behavior”  

(pg. 181-182) 

Matthew 22:35-40 
And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Ephesians 4:32-5:2 
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

1 John 3:16 
By this we know love, that He laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brothers. 

1 John 5:3 
For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome. 

John 14:15 
“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

John 14:21 
Whoever has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And he who loves Me 
will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” 

John 14:23 
Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, 
and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 
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John 15:12-13 
“This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 

Luke 10:25-37 
And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And He said to him, 
“You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him 
and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down 
that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound 
up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to 
an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I 
come back.’ Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell 
among the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You 
go, and do likewise.” 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; 
as for knowledge, it will pass away. 

John 13:34-35 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 
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Scripture Readings 
“Hope: Hope is Basic to the Christian Outlook”  

(pg. 183-184) 

1 Timothy 1:1 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, 

Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Hebrews 11:1 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Hebrews 6:18-19 
so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled 
for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. We have 
this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind 
the curtain, 

Matthew 6:21 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

1 Peter 1:13 
Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the 
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 2:11 
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 
wage war against your soul. 

Hebrews 11:3 
By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen 
was not made out of things that are visible. 
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1 John 3:3 
And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as He is pure. 

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 
So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 

Philippians 1:21-24 
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 
for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is 
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary 
on your account. 

Luke 12:15-21 
And He said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life 
does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” And He told them a parable, saying, 
“The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I 
have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, 
“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said 
to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

Romans 8:25 
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Romans 5:1-5 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

2 Corinthians 4:17 
For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, 

Romans 8:18 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. 
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Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to 
me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

1 Corinthians 4:8-13 
Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have become 
kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you! For I think that 
God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, because we have 
become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you 
are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. 
To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, 
and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we 
endure; when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, 
the refuse of all things. 

2 Corinthians 4:7-18 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and 
not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the 
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live 
are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. 
Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I 
spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so 
that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of 
God.  So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that 
are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 
eternal. 

Acts 14:22 
strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying 
that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
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